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@ Surgical cutting instrument. 

(57) A surgical cutting instrument (10) formed of relatively movable, cooperating, inner and outer elongate 
tubular members wherein one of the inner (22) and outer (12) tubular members is made of a gal I -resistant 
material providing an elongate bearing surface along substantially the entire length of the surgical 
cutting instrument to allow the inner and outer tubular members to be mounted with virtually no gap 
therebetween for precision cutting without wear or abrasion, metal flaking, galling and seizure and while 
permitting the other of the inner and outer tubular members to be made from 300 Series stainless steel. 
When the outer member is made from gall-resistant material, the inner member made from 300 Series 
stainless steel can be provided with an elongate bearing surface therealong fonmed by surface hardening 
the inner member or coating the inner member with thin, dense chromium. The outer tubular member 
can be made of 300 Series stainless steel with the inner tubular member including a distal tip made from 
gall-resistant material, a body made from 300 Series stainless steel joined to the distal tip and a bearing 
surface extending along the body. A biocompatible lubricant can be disposed between the inner and 
outer members to increase wear and galling resistance of the surgical cutting instrument, and a sleeve 
bearing on the inner tubular member allows the surgical cutting instrument to withstand increased radial 
or side loads. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention pertains to surgical cutting 
instrunaents and, more particulatly, to surgical cutting 
instrunaents having relatively nnovable, elongate inner 
and outer tubular nnennbers for cutting tissue, with the 
inner and outer tubular members being mounted with 
minimal or no gap or clearance therebetween. 

Description of the Prior Art 

Surgical instruments for use in closed, or endo- 
scopic, surgery have been proposed, and such instru- 
ments are usually elongated to permit distal ends of 
the instruments to be positioned at internal operative 
sites through one or more portals. Surgical cutting in- 
struments for endoscopic use frequently include rel- 
atively movable, cooperating, concentric inner and 
outer tubular members that are longitudinally elongat- 
ed such that distal ends of the inner and outer tubular 
members can be positioned at internal operative sites 
via the portals while proximal ends of the inner and 
outer tubular members can be secured, externally of 
the body, in a handpiece for relatively moving the in- 
ner and outer tubular members. The distal end of the 
outer tubular member is commonly formed with an 
opening defining a cutting port, or window, to receive 
bodily tissue, and the distal end of the inner tubular 
member is formed with a surface, or edge, to engage 
the tissue through the opening when the inner tubular 
member is moved relative to the outer tubular mem- 
ber. The surface or edge on the inner tubular member 
distal end cooperates with the opening in the outer 
tubular member distal end to shear, abrade or other- 
wise cut the tissue when the surface is moved adja- 
cent the opening. In many cases, the inner tubular 
member is rotated in the outer tubular member by a 
motor disposed in the handpiece and coupled to the 
proximal end of the inner tubular member with the 
motor being controlled by switches on the handpiece, 
the floor, or a console powering the handpiece. The 
surface or edge on the inner tubular member distal 
end and the opening in the outer tubular member dis- 
tal end are typically configured to produce a variety 
of cutting functions, such as whisker cutting, synovial 
resection, arthroplasty burring or abrading, side cut- 
ting, meniscus cutting, trimming, full radius resection 
and end cutting, appropriate for diverse types of tis- 
sue, such as soft tissue, cartilage and bone. Suction 
is normally produced through the handpiece and the 
lumen of the inner tubular member to permit cut tissue 
to be aspirated from the surgical site through the in- 
ner tubular member. 

During operation, the surface or edge on the in- 
ner tubular member distal end must be accurately 
positioned and aligned relative to the opening in the 



outer tubular member distal end to insure a precise 
cut and optimum cutting efficiency as measured by 
the force required to rotate the cutting surface. In 
other words, the inner tubular member cannot be 

5 cocked or oriented askew with the longitudinal axis of 
the surgical cutting instrument when the cutting sur- 
face is moved through tissue positioned in the open- 
ing. Accordingly, a bearing structure is commonly 
necessary to maintain exact positioning and align- 

10 ment of the cutting surface with the opening while al- 
lowing the inner tubular member to rotate freely within 
the outer tubular member; and, in most instances, the 
bearing structure is disposed at the inner tubular 
member distal end or at spaced locations along the 

15 length of the inner tubular member. Such bearing 
structure possesses many disadvantages including 
structural complexity, increased manufacturing cost 
resulting in a very expensive product that is incompat- 
ible with disposability, or single patient use, and re- 

20 duced reliability and anticipated life due to greater op- 
portunities for malfunction from sticking and obstruc- 
tion, and a simplified bearing for use in surgical instru- 
ments formed of relatively movable, inner and outer 
tubular members to allow the instruments to safely 

25 withstand increased radial or side loads has not been 
proposed. 

Another approach to obtaining accurate align- 
ment and positioning of a movable inner tubular mem- 
ber within an outer tubular member of a surgical in- 

30 strument involves reducing the gap, or clearance, be- 
tween the outer diameter surface of the inner tubular 
member and the inner diameter surface of the outer 
tubular member such that there is minimal or virtually 
no gap or clearance between the inner and outer tub- 

35 ular members. By making the outer diameter of the in- 
ner tubular member substantially the same as the in- 
ner diameter of the outer tubular member, or as close 
as possible thereto, misalignment of the inner tubular 
member within the outer tubular member in response 

40 to the cutting action can be avoided. A major draw- 
back to this approach is that it is preferred to con- 
struct the inner and outer tubular members of AISI 
300 Series stainless steel due to the cost benefits ob- 
tained with stainless steel; however, the physical 

45 properties of 300 Series stainless steel limit the effec- 
tiveness of 300 Series stainless steel as a bearing 
surface. In particular, surgical instruments having rel- 
atively movable, inner and outer tubular members 
made from 300 Series stainless steel are prone to fail- 

50 ure due to the relative softness of 300 Series stain- 
less steel and the surface to surface contact that oc- 
curs between the inner and outer tubular members 
when the gap between the inner and outer members 
is very small. Additionally, great f notional heat is gen- 

55 erated at areas of contact between the inner and out- 
er tubular members due to the relatively high coeffi- 
cient of friction for 300 Series stainless steel. The fric- 
tional heat generated during operation of a surgical 
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cutting instrument can be significant as the inner tub- 
ular mennber can rotate within the outer tubular mem- 
ber at very high speeds, i.e. 2500 RPM and greater. 
When inner and outer tubular members made from 
300 Series stainless steel beat on and contact each 
other, considerable frictional heat is produced at the 
contact areas causing the inner tubular member to 
thermally expand. As the inner tubular member ex- 
pands, areas of contact between the inner and outer 
tubular members increase producing greater friction 
and wear due to abrasion, particularly at the distal 
end of the instrument where heat can become con- 
centrated. Eventually, the grain structure of the stain- 
less steel inner and outer tubular members begins to 
"flake", and increased abrasion and frictional heat oc- 
curs due to metal flaking. Further expansion of the in- 
ner tubular member creates localized hot spots at the 
contact areas, and welding of the inner and outer tub- 
ular members at the hot spots occurs. As the inner 
tubular member continues to rotate within the outer 
tubular member, additional weld junctions are pro- 
duced eventually resulting in galling, wherein the 
weld junctions sever or teat creating a build-up of 
metal on one of the tubular members that promotes 
abrasion and thermal expansion until the inner tubu- 
lar member has expanded further than the gap be- 
tween it and the outer tubular member and the instru- 
ment seizes. Biocompatible lubricants for effectively 
reducing abrasion between relatively movable inner 
and outer tubular members of surgical cutting instru- 
ments have not previously been recognized or pro- 
posed; and, accordingly, wear or abrasion, metal flak- 
ing, galling and catastrophic seizure in surgical instru- 
ments having relatively movable inner and outer tub- 
ular members made from stainless steel have com- 
monly been avoided by increasing the gap or clear- 
ance between the inner and outer tubular members 
such that contact between the inner and outer tubular 
members is prevented or greatly minimized. Although 
increasing the clearance between the inner and outer 
tubular members can prolong the life of surgical cut- 
ting instruments, cutting quality and efficiency are 
drastically reduced, and the instruments perform 
poorly in surgical procedures requiting precision cut- 
ting. A relatively large gap or clearance between the 
inner and outer tubular members permits misalign- 
ment of the inner tubular member relative to the long- 
itudinal axis of the surgical instrument in response to 
the cutting action. Accordingly, the cutting surface on 
the inner tubular member will not be properly aligned 
with the opening in the outer tubular member result- 
ing in cutting inaccuracies and inefficiencies. Fur- 
thermore, a relatively large gap between the distal 
end of the inner tubular member and the distal end of 
the outer tubular member allows tissue in the opening 
to become caught between the inner and outer tubu- 
lar members during operation; and. in many instanc- 
es, tissue can become wrapped around the inner tub- 



ular member as it rotates within the outer tubular 
member thusly compromising the cutting procedure. 
Moreover, elongated surgical instruments are typical- 
ly subjected to considerable thrust and radial loads 

5 during operation, particularly at the distal ends of the 
inner and outer members, and inner and outer tubular 
members made from 300 Series stainless steel can- 
not withstand high thrust and radial loads without ex- 
periencing deformation and damage. 

10 A surgical cutting instrument having an inner tub- 

ular member coated with titanium nitride and movably 
mounted in an outer tubular member has been pro- 
posed in U.S. Patent No. 4,923,441 to Shuler. The ti- 
tanium nitride coating extends continuously along the 

15 outer diameter of the inner tubular member from a 
proximal end to a distal end including a cutting sur- 
face at the distal end. Forming one of the inner and 
outer members of gall-resistant material to provide 
superior bearing and strength characteristics has not 

20 been recognized. Furthermore, the use of a chro- 
mium coating or a surface hardened case as a bear- 
ing surface on the outer diameter of a stainless steel 
inner tubular member has not been recognized or pro- 
posed. 

25 Chromium coatings have been utilized in indus- 

trial applications on metal surfaces, and prior uses of 
chromium coatings are illustrated in U.S. Patent Nos. 
1,753,773 to Champion; 1,809,412 to DeVore; 
3,063,763 to Zubrisky; 4,335,924 to McCloskey; and 

30 4,692,080 to Hyner et al. Chromium coatings have not 
been utilized as a bearing surface on an inner tubular 
member of a surgical cutting instrument formed of rel- 
atively movable, elongate inner and outer tubular 
members to allow the outer diameter of the inner tub- 

35 ular member to be the same as, or as close as possi- 
ble to, the inner diameter of the outer tubular member 
to eliminate abrasion or wear, metal flaking and gal- 
ling or seizure in the surgical instrument and to permit 
the inner and outer tubular members to withstand in- 

40 creased thrust and radial toads while being made 
from 300 Series stainless steeL 

Gall-resistant materials have also been em- 
ployed in industrial applications, and illustrative gall- 
resistant stainless steel alloys include Nitronic 60, 

45 manufactured by Armco Steel Corporation and dis- 
closed in U.S. Patent No. 3,912,503 to Schumacher 
et al, Waukesha 88, made by Waukesha Foundry, 
Inc. and Gall-Tough Stainless, manufactured by Car- 
penter Technology Corporation, It has not been rec- 

50 ognized to form an inner or outer tubular member of 
a surgical cutting instrument including relatively mov- 
able, elongate inner and outer tubular members from 
gall-resistant material to allow the inner tubular mem- 
ber to be mounted in the outer tubular member with 

55 little or no gap therebetween while permitting the sur- 
gical instrument to resist wear and abrasion, metal 
flaking, galling and seizure and to withstand high 
thrust and radial loads. 
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Surface hardening of stainless steel has also 
been employed in industrial applications to increase 
the operational life of stainless steel components; 
however, it has not been recognized to surface hard- 
en an outer diameter surface of an inner tubular mem- 
ber of a surgical cutting instrument formed of relative- 
ly movable, inner and outer tubular members to pro- 
vide a bearing surface along the inner tubular mem- 
ber allowing the inner tubular member to be mounted 
within the outer tubular member with tittle or no gap 
therebetween while avoiding wear or abrasion, gal- 
ling and seizure of the surgical instrument and while 
allowing the surgical instrument to withstand high 
thrust and radial loads. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present 
invention to overcome the above-mentioned disad- 
vantages of prior art surgical cutting instruments 
formed of relatively movable, elongate, inner and out- 
er tubular members. 

Another object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a surgical cutting instrument having relatively 
movable, elongate inner and outer tubular members 
wherein one of the inner and outer tubular members 
is made from gall-resistant material to enable the in- 
ner and outer tubular members to be disposed with lit- 
tle or no gap therebetween while avoiding abrasion or 
wear, metal flaking, galling and seizure of the surgical 
instrument and while allowing the surgical instrument 
to withstand high thrust and radial loads. 

Afurther object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a surgical cutting instrument formed of relatively 
movable, elongate inner and outer tubular members 
mounted with little or no gap or clearance therebetw- 
een and wherein the inner tubular member has a dis- 
tal tip made from gall-resistant material, a cutting 
edge on the distal tip and an elongate bearing surface 
extending longitudinally from a proximal end to the 
distal tip to allow relative movement between the in- 
ner and outer tubular members without abrasion or 
wear, metal flaking, galling and seizure of the surgical 
instrument and while enabling the inner and outer tub- 
ular members to withstand relatively high thrust and 
radial loads. 

It is also an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide an inner tubular member of a surgical cutting in- 
strument formed of relatively movable, inner and out- 
er tubular members with a chromium coating as a 
bearing surface along the inner member to enable the 
inner member to be disposed within the outer mem- 
ber with little or no gap therebetween while avoiding 
abrasion or wear, metal flaking, galling and seizure of 
the surgical instrument. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to 
provide an inner tubular member of a surgical cutting 
instrument formed of relatively movable, inner and 



outer tubular members with a surface hardened outer 
case as a bearing surface along the inner member to 
enable the inner member to be disposed within the 
outer member with little or no gap or clearance there- 

5 between while avoiding abrasion or wear, metal flak- 
ing, galling and seizure of the surgical instrument. 

Additionally, it is an object of the present inven- 
tion to provide a biocompatible lubricant between rel- 
atively movable, inner and outer tubular members of 

10 a surgical cutting instrument to avoid wear or abra- 
sion, metal flaking, galling and seizure of the surgical 
instrument while permitting the inner member to be 
disposed within the outer member with virtually no 
gap therebetween. 

15 A still further object of the present invention is to 

provide a simplified bearing between relatively mov- 
able, inner and outer tubular members of a surgical in- 
strument to allow the surgical instrument to safely 
withstand increased radial or side loads. 

20 Some of the advantages of the present invention 

are that expensive and complex bearing structure is 
eliminated, the surgical instrument can be simply and 
economically manufactured for single patient use, life 
of the surgical instrument is prolonged without sach- 

25 ficing cutting quality and efficiency, the surgical in- 
strument is able to withstand relatively high temper- 
atures without deformation or damage and the ten- 
dency for tissue to become caught between the inner 
and outer tubular members is avoided. 

30 These and other objects, attributes and advan- 

tages are obtained with the present invention as char- 
acterized in a surgical cutting instrument including an 
outer tubular member having a distal end and an 
opening at the distal end for receiving anatomical tis- 

35 sue and an inner tubular member having a distal end 
and a cutting surface at the distal end for engaging 
anatomical tissue, with the inner tubular member be- 
ing disposed within the outer tubular member to per- 
mit relative movement between the inner and outer 

40 tubular members to position the cutting surface to en- 
gage and cut tissue through the opening. One of the 
inner and outer tubular members is made from a gall- 
resistant material to form an elongate bearing surface 
along substantially the entire length of the surgical 

45 cutting instrument allowing the inner diameter of the 
outer tubular member to be the same, or substantially 
the same, as the outer diameter of the inner tubular 
member to permit the inner and outer tubular mem- 
bers to be mounted for relative movement with little or 

50 no gap therebetween while avoiding wear or abra- 
sion, metal flaking, galling and seizure of the surgical 
instrument and while enabling the surgical instrument 
to withstand relatively high radial and thrust loads. 
When the outer tubular member is made from gall- 

55 resistant material, the inner tubular member can be 
made of 300 Series stainless steel; and. additionally, 
a bearing surface can be fixed and secured on the 
outer diameter of the inner tubular member to further 
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enhance the wear and gall-resistance of the surgical 
cutting instrument. The bearing surface on the outer 
diameter of the inner tubular member can include an 
outer case formed by surface hardening the inner 
tubular member or a coating of thin, dense chromium 
formed on the inner tubular member by electrodepo- 
sition. The present invention is futther chatacterized 
in a surgical cutting instrument formed of relatively 
movable, cooperating, inner and outer elongate tubu- 
lar members wherein the outer tubular member is 
made from 300 Series stainless steel and the inner 
tubular member includes a body made from 300 Ser- 
ies stainless steel, a distal tip of gall-resistant material 
joined to the body and including a cutting surface 
thereon and a bearing surface secured on the body. 
The bearing surface can include a surface hardened 
outer case or a coating of thin, dense chromium that 
extends substantially the entire length of the body 
from the distal tip to a proximal end of the innertubular 
member. A sleeve bearing formed of a length of thin- 
walled tubing can be heat-shrunk on the inner tubular 
member to enable the surgical cutting instrument to 
withstand increased radial or side loads. The present 
invention is further characterized in a surgical cutti 
ng instrument formed of relatively movable, cooper- 
ating, inner and outer tubular members wherein an 
elongate bearing surface is provided on one of the in- 
ner and outer tubular members extending substantial- 
ly the entire length of the surgical instrument and a 
biocompatible lubricant is disposed between the 
bearing surface and the other of the inner and outer 
tubular members to allow the inner and outer tubular 
members to be mounted with virtually no gap there- 
between for efficient, precision cutting without wear 
or abrasion, metal flaking, galling and seizure of the 
surgical cutting instrument. 

Other objects and advantages of the present in- 
vention will become apparent from the following de- 
scription of the preferred embodiments taken in con- 
junction with the accompanying drawings wherein 
tike parts in each of the several figures are identified 
by the same reference characters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is an exploded, side view of a surgical cut- 
ting instrument according to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a broken, perspective view of a distal end 
of a modification of a surgical cutting instrument ac- 
cording to the present invention. 

Fig. 3 is an exploded, side view of another mod- 
ification of a surgical cutting instrument according to 
the present invention. 

Fig. 4 is a broken, side view, partly in section, of 
a further modification of a surgical cutting instrument 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 5 is a broken, side view, partly in section, of 
an additional modification of a surgical cutting instru- 



ment according to the present invention. 

Fig. 6 is an exploded, side view of another mod- 
ification of a surgical cutting instrument according to 
the present invention. 

5 Fig. 7 is a broken, side view, partly in section, of 

the inner tubular member of the surgical cutting in- 
strument of Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 is a broken, side view, partly in section, of 
an additional modification of a surgical cutting instru- 

10 ment according to the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

15 As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a surgical cutting in- 

strument 10 according to the present invention in- 
cludes an elongate outer tubular member 12 having 
a proximal end 14 secured to a plastic hub 16 and a 
distal end 1 8 terminating at an end wall 1 9 and having 

20 an opening 20 therein forming a cutting port, or win- 
dow, for receiving anatomical tissue through the 
opening 20. An elongate inner tubular member 22 is 
movably, concentrically disposed in the outer tubular 
member 12 and has a proximal end 24 secured to a 

25 hub 26 and a distal end 28 having a cutting surface, 
or edge, 30 formed thereon for being positioned ad- 
jacent the opening 20 to engage tissue in the cutting 
port. The hub 26 is preferably made of plastic and is 
configured to be received in an annular recess (not 

30 shown) in the hub 16, the hub 16 preferably being 
made of plastic. The hub 26 includes an enlarged, 
central barrel 32 having a transverse passage 34 ex- 
tending therethrough in communication with an axial 
bore in the hub 26 receiving the proximal end 24 of 

35 the inner tubular member 22. Transverse ribs 36 ex- 
tend longitudinally in the proximal direction from the 
barrel 32, and a driven tang 38 extends longitudinally 
in the proximal direction from the ribs 36 for coupling 
to a rotatable, slotted drive shaft (not shown) of an 

40 electric motor in a handpiece securing the hubs 16 
and 26- The structure of hubs 16 and 26 is described 
in general terms since the hubs correspond to those 
utilized in the Concept INTRA-ARC Drive System of 
Linvatec Incorpotated, Concept Division, designed for 

45 detachably, concentrically mounting an inner tubular 
member in an outer tubular member and moving or ro- 
tating the inner tubular member within the outer tub- 
ular member as manually controlled by switches on 
the handpiece, the floor or a console supplying power 

50 to the handpiece. 

The opening 20 in the distal end 18 of the outer 
tubular member 12 is formed by an angled cut 
through the cylindrical wall of the outer tubular mem- 
ber, the cut extending through the end wall 19 to pro- 

55 duce an edge 40 that is generally oval or elliptical in 
configuration when viewed from above as shown in 
Fig. 2. As shown in Fig. 1, the cutting surface 30 on 
the distal end 28 of the inner tubular member 22 is 
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formed to extend along an end wall 31 and opposing 
sides of the cylindrical wall of the inner tubular mem- 
ber and includes a leading cutting edge 42 extending 
along end wall 31 that is arcuate in configuration 
when viewed from above angularly joined to side cut- 5 
ting edges 44 extending along opposing sides of the 
cylindrical wall of the inner tubular member. The side 
cutting edges 44 are defined by a series of triangular 
shaped cutting teeth 46 extending linearly along the 
opposing sides of the cylindrical wall of the inner tub- io 
ular member 22 from the leading cutting edge 42 to 
chamfered surfaces 48 joining the side cutting edges 
44 to a top wall of the inner tubular member 22. The 
leading cutting edge 42 and the side cutting edges 44 
cooperate with the edge 40 on the outer tubular mem- 15 
ber 12 to cut tissue in the opening 20 in a clean shear 
cut when the cutting surface 30 is rotated past the 
edge 40. It will be appreciated that the cutting surface 
30 can have any desired configuration, and the edge 
40 can have a configuration to cooperate with the 20 
configuration of the cutting surface 30 including, but 
not limited to, the various cutting tip designs of the 
Concept INTRA-ARC Blade System of Linvatec Incor- 
porated, Concept Division, such as to form trimmers, 
meniscus cutters, end cutters, side cutters, full radius 25 
resectors^ synovial resectors, whiskers, open end cut- 
ters, arthroplasty burrs, slotted whiskers, tapered 
burrs, oval burrs, punch forceps and the like. Al- 
though the surgical cutting instrument of the present 
invention is shown and described for use in the Con- 30 
cept INTRA-ARC Drive System, it will be appreciated 
that the surgical cutting instrument of the present in- 
vention can have any desired hub configuration to be 
utilized with any drive system or handpiece capable 
of relatively moving concentric, elongate, inner and 35 
outer tubular members to engage bodily tissue and 
aspirate tissue through the lumen of the inner tubular 
member. 

The outer tubular member 12 is made from 300 
Series stainless steel in its entirety, and the inner tub- 40 
ular member 22 is made in its entirety from gall- 
resistant material, preferred gall-resistant materials 
including gall-resistant, austenitic stainless steel al- 
loys such as Nittonic 60, manufactured by Armco 
Steel Corporation, Waukesha 88, made by Waukesha 45 
Foundry, Inc. and Gall-Tough Stainless, manufac- 
tured by Carpenter Technology Corporation. The out- 
er diameter of the inner tubular member 22 is sub- 
stantially the same as the inner diameter of the outer 
tubular member 12 such that there is minimal, i.e. 50 
20nm or less, or no gap or clearance between the in- 
ner and outer tubular members. 

According to a method of operation for the surgi- 
cal cutting instrument 10, the inner tubular member 
22 is rotated relative to the outer tubular member 12 55 
via the handpiece such that the cutting surface 30 en- 
gages bodily tissue positioned in the cutting port or 
window formed by the opening 20 and cuts the tissue 



as the cutting surface 30 is moved adjacent the open- 
ing with cut tissue being aspirated through the lumen 
of the inner tubular member 22 to exit the surgical cut- 
ting instrument through the handpiece. The inner tub- 
ular member 22 being made of gall-resistant material 
in its entirety allows the inner member to be disposed 
within the outer tubular member 12 with virtually no 
gap or clearance therebetween; and, therefore, the 
cutting surface 30 is maintained in precise alignment 
with the opening 20 to maximize cutting precision and 
efficiency. The inner tubular member 22 exhibits su- 
perior bearing properties when utilized with the 300 
Series stainless steel outer tubular member 12, and 
the gall-resistant material forms a bearing surface 
along the entire length of the inner member that re- 
acts effectively with the 300 Series stainless steel 
outer member to avoid wear or abrasion, metal flak- 
ing, galling and seizure of the surgical instrument dur- 
ing operation wherein the inner tubular member can 
be rotated within the outer tubular member at speeds 
of 2500 RPM and greater. The inner tubular member 
22 disburses heat and eliminates hot spots along the 
length of the surgical instrument while avoiding con- 
centrations of heat at the distal end. Additionally, the 
inner tubular member 22 possesses increased 
strength to withstand significantly greater thrust and 
radial loads. Accordingly, easier and smoother preci- 
sion cutting is accomplished with the surgical cutting 
instrument as accurate alignment of the cutting sur- 
face 30 with the opening 20 greatly enhances cutting 
efficiency and reduces the cutting force and the time 
requited to cut tissue. Moreover, tissue is prevented 
from becoming caught between the inner and outer 
members during operation due to there being negligi- 
ble or no gap between the inner and outer tubular 
members. 

A modification of a surgical cutting instrument ac- 
cording to the present invention is shown in Fig. 2 at 
50. The surgical cutting instrument 50 is substantially 
the same as the surgical cutting instrument 1 0 and in- 
cludes outer tubular member 12 made of 300 Series 
stainless steel and inner tubular member 22 made of 
gall-resistant material in its entirety; however, the cut- 
ting surface 30 for the surgical cutting instrument 50 
is flat and not toothed, and extends along end wall 31 
and the cylindrical wall of the inner tubular member 22 
to define an edge 51 that is generally oval or elliptical 
in configuration when viewed from above for cooper- 
ating with the edge 40 of opening 20 of the outer tub- 
ular member 12 to form a full radius resector. 

Another modification of a surgical cutting instru- 
ment according to the present invention is shown in 
Fig. 3 at 52. The surgical cutting instrument 52 is sub- 
stantially the same as the surgical cutting instrument 
1 0 and includes an outer elongate tubular member 1 2 
having a distal end 1 8 with an opening 20 for receiving 
tissue and a proximal end 14 coupled to the hub 16, 
and an inner elongate tubular member 22 having a 
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distal end 28 with a cutting surface 30 and a proxinnal 
end 24 coupled to the hub 26; however, the outer tub- 
ular member 1 2 for the surgical cutting instrument 52 
is made from gall-resistant material in its entirety, and 
the inner tubular member 22 for the surgical cutting 
instrument 52 is made from 300 Series stainless steel 
in its entirety. The gall-resistant material of the outer 
tubular member 12 forms a bearing surface along the 
inner diameter surface of the outer member extend- 
ing the entire length of the surgical cutting instrument 
for allowing the inner diameter surface of the outer 
member to engage the outer diameter surface of the 
inner tubular member 22 without wear or abrasion, 
metal flaking, galling and seizure and while enabling 
the surgical instrument to withstand high thrust and 
radial loads when the inner tubular member is moved 
within the outer tubular member. It will be appreciated 
that the cutting surface 30 and the edge 40 of open- 
ing 20 for the surgical cutting instrument 52 can have 
various configurations, including the configuration of 
Fig. 2, to provide diverse types of cutting actions in va- 
rious, diverse types of anatomical tissue. 

Another modification of a surgical cutting instru- 
ment according to the present invention is shown in 
Fig. 4 at 54 and includes outer tubular member 12 
made of gall-resistant material in its entirety and an in- 
ner elongate tubular member 22 made in its entirety 
from 300 Series stainless steel concentrically dis- 
posed in outer member 1 2. The outer tubular member 
12 has a proximal end (not shown) to be secured in 
hub 16 and a distal end 18 with an opening 20 defin- 
ing a cutting port or window for receiving anatomical 
tissue. The inner tubular member 22 includes a prox- 
imal end 24 secured in hub 26 and a distal end 28 with 
a cutting surface 30 configured to cooperate with the 
opening 20 to cut tissue. The inner member 22 has a 
bearing surface thereon extending along the entire or 
substantially the entire length of the inner tubular 
member and including an outer case 56 formed by 
surface hardening the outer diameter surface of the 
inner member 22. The case 56 extends continuously 
along the inner member 22 from the proximal end 24 
to the distal end 28, and the depth of the case 56 
measured radially is at least 33 mictometers with the 
depth being substantially uniform along the length of 
the inner member, it being noted that the thickness of 
the case 56 and the thicknesses of the cylindrical 
walls of the outer and inner members are greatly ex- 
aggerated in Fig. 4. The case 56 preferably has a sur- 
face hardness of substantially 1000-1200 HV at a 
case depth of substantially 33 micrometers. Prefer- 
ably, the case 56 is formed by infusing carbon into the 
outer diameter surface of the inner member 22 at tem- 
peratures befow 380'' C to form a hard, integral, sur- 
face layer. A preferred method for forming the case 
56 is the Hardcor case hardening process of Hardcor 
B.V., The Netherlands. The case 56 forms a bearing 
surface along the entire length of the inner member 



22 that reacts effectively with the outer member 12 
made from gall-resistant material to allow the inner 
and outer members to be disposed with little or no gap 
between the case 56 and the inner diameter of the 
5 outer member 12 while avoiding wear or abrasion, 
metal flaking, galling and seizure of the surgical in- 
strument and while withstanding high thrust and ra- 
dial loads. 

Another modification of a surgical cutting instru- 

10 ment according to the present invention is shown in 
Fig. 5 at 58 and includes an outer tubular member 12 
made of 300 Series stainless steel in its entirety and 
an inner tubular member 22 made in its entirety from 
gall-resistant material. The outer tubular member 12 

15 includes a proximal end (not shown) to be secured in 
hub 16 and a distal end 18 having opening 20 defining 
a cutting port or window for receiving anatomical tis- 
sue. The inner member 22 has a proximal end 24 se- 
cured in hub 26 and a distal end 28 with cutting sur- 

20 face 30 for cutting tissue through the opening 20. The 
inner member 22 has a bearing surface thereon ex- 
tending the entire or substantially the entire length of 
the inner tubular member and including a coating 60 
of thin, dense chromium fixed and secured on the tn- 

25 ner member 22, the coating 60 extending substantial- 
ly the entire length of the inner member 22 from the 
proximal end 24 toward the distal end 28 and termin- 
ating proximally of the distal end 28 such that the dis- 
tal end including the cutting surface 30 remains un- 

30 coated. Preferably, the coating 60 is formed on the 
outer diameter surface of the inner member 22 by 
electrodeposition, and the distal end 28 including the 
cutting surface 30 is masked during the coating proc- 
ess to prevent deposition of chromium on the masked 

35 area. According to a preferred embodiment, the inner 
member 22 is masked from the distal end 28 a dis- 
tance of substantially 15.9 to 16.5mm proximally of 
the distal end such that the chromium coating 60 ex- 
tends continuously on the inner member from the 

40 proximal end 24 in a distal direction to substantially 
15.9 to 16.5mm proximally of the distal end 28, It is 
preferred that the coating 60 have a uniform thick- 
ness of substantially 2.5 to 5nm such that the outer 
diameter of the inner member 22 including the coat- 

45 ing 60 can be the same, or substantially the same, as 
the inner diameter of the outer member 12 resulting 
in minimal or no gap or clearance between the coat- 
ing 60 and the outer member 1 2 and only a very small 
gap at the inner and outer member distal ends, it be- 

50 ing noted that the thickness of the coating and the 
cylindrical walls of the inner and outer members are 
greatly exaggerated in Fig. 5. 

An additional modification of a surgical cutting in- 
strument according to the present invention is shown 

55 in Figs. 6 and 7 at 62 and includes an outer tubular 
member 12 made from 300 Series stainless steel in 
its entirety and having a proximal end 14 coupled with 
the hub 16, and an inner tubular member 22 concen- 
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trically, movably disposed within the outer member 12 
and having a proximal end 24 coupled with the hub 
26. The outer member 12 has a distal end 18 with an 
opening 20 for receiving tissue. The inner member 22 
includes a cylindrical body 64 and a cylindrical distal 
tip 66 joined to the body 64 at a junction 68. The cyl- 
indrical body 64 terminates proximally at proximal end 
24, and the tip 66 terminates distally at a distal end 
28 with the cutting surface 30 being disposed on the 
tip 66. The tip 66 is made in its entirety from gall- 
resistant material, and the cylindrical body 64 is made 
from 300 Series stainless steel in its entirety. As 
shown in Fig. 7. wherein only the inner member 22 is 
shown, a bearing surface including a coating 60 of 
thin, dense chromium is fixed and secured on the out- 
er diameter surface of the cylindrical body 64 to ex- 
tend continuously along the length of the body 64 
from the proximal end 24 to the junction 68. It is pre- 
ferred that the coating 60 be formed on the body 64 
by electro-deposition; and, therefore, the tip 66 can 
be masked during the coating process to prevent de- 
positi,on of chromium thereon. According to a prefer- 
red embodiment, the length of the tip 66 from the 
junction 68 to the distal end 18 is substantially 1 5.9 to 
16.5mm. Preferably, the coating 60 has a uniform 
thickness of 2.5 to 5|.im , and the inner member 22 is 
disposed within the outer member 12 with little or no 
gap between the coating 60 and the inner diameter 
of the outer member 12, it being noted that the thick- 
nesses of the coating and the cylindrical wall of the 
inner member are exaggetated in Fig. 7. Preferred 
methods of joining the body 64 to the tip 66 include 
brazing and welding. In a preferred embodiment, a 
bearing 70 is disposed on the inner member 22, as 
shown in Fig. 6, and includes a sleeve of minimal 
thickness disposed over the proximal end 24 to be 
positioned adjacent the proximal end 14 of the outer 
member 12 when the inner member is concentrically 
mounted within the outer member. Preferably, the 
bearing 70 is made from a length of thin-walled, heat 
shrinkable, industrial tubing, such as TFE (tetraf luoro- 
ethylene) heat shrinkable tubing made by Telef lex In- 
corpotated, and is heat-shrunk on to the inner mem- 
ber 22 adjacent the proximal end 24. 

The chromium coating 60 and the uncoated, dis- 
tal tip 66 made from gall-resistant material enable the 
inner tubular member to be disposed within the outer 
tubular member with virtually no gap therebetween 
while avoiding wear or abrasion, metal flaking, galling 
and seizure during operation wherein the inner tubu- 
lar member can be rotated within the outer tubular 
member at speeds of 2500 RPM and greater. The 
chromium coating 60 forms an elongate bearing sur- 
face along substantially the entire length of the inner 
tubular member for engaging and contacting the inner 
diameter surface of the outer tubular member as the 
inner tubular member is moved relative to the outer 
tubular member. The physical characteristics of the 



chromium coating, when utilized with the 300 Series 
stainless steel outer member, produce a favorable 
chemical reaction that enables the surgical instru- 
ment to resist wear due to abrasion, metal flaking, gal- 

5 ling and seizure along the length of the surgical in- 
strument when the inner tubular member contacts the 
outer tubular member. The chromium coating 60 also 
disburses heat and eliminates localized hot spots 
along the length of the inner tubular member and re- 

10 sists deformation at high temperatures. Additionally, 
the chromium coating 60 significantly strengthens 
the inner tubular member and enables the innermem- 
ber to withstand significantly greater thrust and radial 
loads without galling. The gall-resistant material of 

15 the distal tip 66 provides even superior bearing char- 
acteristics in terms of strength and resistance to abra- 
sion, metal flaking, galling and seizure. The gall- 
resistant material prevents concentrations of heat at 
the distal end of the surgical cutting instrument and 

20 strengthens the inner member distal end to withstand 
increased thrust and radial loads. The bearing 70 at 
the proximal end of the surgical cutting instrument 
provides additional stability and enables the surgical 
cutting instrument to withstand increased radial or 

25 side loads without damage to and misalignment of the 
inner and outer members, the gall-resistant material 
behaves as if it possesses a high surface hardness 
when utilized with the relatively lower surface hard- 
ness of the 300 Series stainless steel outer tubular 

30 member, thusly providing excellent bearing proper- 
ties. The chromium coating 60 and the distal tip 66 
dramatically increase the effectiveness of the inner 
tubular member as a bearing surface in an econom- 
ically feasible manner while promoting accurate pos- 

35 itioning of the inner tubular member within the outer 
tubular member, eliminating wear, metal flaking, gal- 
ling and seizure of the surgical cutting instrument, in- 
creasing the life and reliability of the surgical cutting 
instrument, enabling diverse functions to be perfo 

40 rmed in diverse types of tissue with precision and ac- 
curacy, permitting the surgical cutting instrument to 
perform under extreme load conditions and allowing 
the inner and outer tubular members to be made from 
300 Series stainless steel. Accordingly, easier and 

45 smoother precision cutting is accomplished with the 
surgical cutting instrument of the present invention 
while tissue is prevented from entering the gap or 
clearance between the inner and outer tubular mem- 
bers and becoming wrapped around the inner tubular 

50 member 22 due to the gap being very small. More- 
over, proper alignment of the cutting surface 30 with 
the opening 20 greatly enhances cutting efficiency by 
reducing the force required to move the cutting sur- 
face 30 past the opening 20 and reduces the time re- 

55 quired to conduct various surgical procedures. 

Afurther modification of a surgical cutting instru- 
ment according to the present invention is shown in 
Fig. 8 at 72, only a distal end of the surgical cutting 
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instrument 72 being shown. The surgical cutting in- 
strument 72 includes an outer tubular member 12 
made of 300 Series stainless steel in its entirety and 
having a proximal end to be coupled with the hub 16 
and an inner tubular member 22 disposed concentri- 5 
cally within the outer member 12 and having a proxi- 
mal end to be coupled with hub 26. The outer member 
12 has a distal end 18 with a cutting port or window 
defined by opening 20. The inner member 22 includes 
a cylindrical body 64 terminating proximally at proxi- io 
mal end 24 and a cylindrical distal tip 66 joined to the 
body 64 at a junction 68 and terminating distally at dis- 
tal end 28, with a cutting surface 30 formed on distal 
tip 66 for cooperating with the opening 20 at the distal 
end of the outer tubular member. The body 64 is made 15 
from 300 Series stainless steel in its entirety and the 
distal tip 66 is made from gall-resistant material in its 
entirety, A bearing surface including an outer case 56 
is formed on the body 64 by surface hardening the 
outer diameter surface thereof, and the case 56 ex- 20 
tends continuously along the body 64 from the prox- 
imal end to the junction 68. The depth of the case 56 
measured radially on the body 64 is at least 33 mict- 
ometers with the case depth being substantially uni- 
form along the length of the body 64. Preferably, the 25 
surface hardness of the case 56 is substantially 1000 
- 1200 HV at a case depth of substantially 33 micro- 
meters. The length of the distal tip 66 from the distal 
end 28 to the junction 68 is substantially 15.9 to 
1 6.5mm. The inner member 22 is concentrically, mov- 30 
ably mounted within the outer member 12 with little or 
no gap between the case 56 and the inner diameter 
of the outer member 1 2 and a biocompatible lubricant 
74 coating the case 56 is disposed between the outer 
member and the case 56, it being noted that the size 35 
of the gap between the inner and outer members as 
well as the thicknesses of the case and the cylindrical 
walls of the inner and outer members are greatly ex- 
aggetated in Fig. 8. Preferably, the lubricant 74 is a 
white, food grade grease, such as NLG1 #2 mineral 40 
oil grease with aluminum complex manufactured by 
Dow Corning, and the coating 74 can extend between 
the distal tip 66 and the outer member 12. The case 
56 forms a bearing surface along substantially the en- 
tire length of the inner member 22 that reacts effec- 45 
tively with the 300 Series stainless steel outer mem- 
ber 12 to resist wear due to abrasion, metal flaking, 
galling and seizure when the inner member is rotated 
within the outer member and permits the inner mem- 
ber to withstand high thrust and radial loads with the 50 
lubricant 74 increasing the wear and galling resis- 
tance of the surgical instrument and thusly enhancing 
cutting precision and efficiency. It will be appreciated 
that the lubricant 74 can be used between relatively 
movable, inner and outer tubular members made of 55 
stainless steel as well as between the various inner 
and outer members shown herein. 

The surgical cutting instrument according to the 



present invention allows components of the surgical 
cutting instrument to be made of stainless steel while 
resisting wear, abrasion, galling and seizure and max- 
imizing cutting efficiency and precision while allowing 
the inner tubular member to be mounted within the 
outer tubular member with virtually no gap therebetw- 
een for operation at high speeds. Where the inner or 
outer member is made from gall-resistant material in 
its entirety, the other member can be made of 300 
Series stainless steel in its entirety with the gall- 
resistant material serving as a bearing surface along 
the length of the surgical cutting instrument. Where 
the outer tubular member is made from gall-resistant 
material, the inner tubular member can be made from 
300 Series stainless steel and provided with a bearing 
surface such as a surface hardened outer case or a 
coating or layer of thin dense chromium along the en- 
tire or substantially the entire length of the inner tub- 
ular member to provide superior wear and galling re- 
sistant properties. Where the outer tubular member is 
made from 300 Series stainless steel and the inner 
tubular member is made from gall-resistant material, 
a bearing surface such as a chromium coating or a 
surface hardened outer case can be provided along 
the entire or substantially the entire length of the in- 
ner tubular member. The inner tubular member can be 
formed of onepiece integral construction, or the inner 
tubular member can be formed of multiple parts. 
Where formed of multiple parts, the inner member 
can include a body made of 300 Series stainless steel 
in its entirety and a distal tip joined to the body and 
made of gall-resistant material in its entirety. A bear- 
ing surface such as a chromium coating or a surface 
hardened outer case can be provided along the entire 
length of the body. A biocompatible lubricant placed 
between the inner and outer tubular members of the 
surgical cutting instrument further enhances wear 
and galling resistance, and a sleeve bearing at the 
proximal end of the surgical cutting instrument in- 
creases the side loading that the surgical cutting in- 
strument can safely withstand. 

Having described preferred and alternative em- 
bodiments of a new and improved surgical cutting in- 
strument, is believed that other modifications, varia- 
tions and changes will be suggested to those skilled 
in the art in view of the teachings set forth herein. It 
is thetefore to be understood that all such variations, 
modifications and changes are believed to fall within 
the scope of the present invention as defined by the 
appended claims. 



Claims 

1 . A cutting instrument (10) for use in surgery, com- 
prising relatively-movable elongate outer and in- 
ner tubular members (12, 22), the outer member 
(12) having an opening (20) at its distal end (18) 
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2. 



for receiving anatomical tissue and the inner 
member (22) having a cutting surface (30) at its 
distal end (28) for cooperating with the opening 
to cut the tissue; wherein at least one of the tub- 
ular members is of gall-resistant material to form 
a bearing surface along substantially the entire 
length of the instrument, the inner diameter of 
the outer member being substantially the same 
as the outer diameter of the inner member. 

An instrument as claimed in claim 1 , wherein eith- 
er or each tubular member is of gall-resistant ma- 
terial in its entirety. 

An instrument as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, 
wherein the or each gall-resistant material in- 
cludes an austenitic stainless steel alloy. 



the tubular members. 

1 2. An instrument as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
mounting means includes a handpiece (26) re- 

5 ceiving the proximal ends of the tubular mem- 

bers. 

1 3. An instrument as claimed in any preceding claim, 
further including, disposed on the inner member, 

10 a sleeve bearing (70), e.g. of polytetrafluorethy- 

lene, which preferably includes a length of thin- 
walled tubing heat-shrunk on the inner member. 

14. An instrument as claimed in any preceding claim, 
15 which additionally comprises, disposed between 

the tubular members, a biocompatible lubricant 
such as a white, food-grade grease. 



An instrument as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the inner member comprises a body and 20 
a tip providing the cutting surface, the tip being 
formed of gall-resistant material in its entirety and 
the body being formed of a material such as 300 
Series stainless steel in its entirety. 



An instrument as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 
length of the tip from its distal end to its junction 
with the body is 15.9 to 16.5 mm (0.625 to 0.650 
inch). 



25 



30 



6. An instrument as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the outer diameter of the inner member 
has a bearing surface including a surface-hard- 
ened case (56), e.g. as obtainable by infusing the 
inner tubular member with carbon at below 35 
380<^C. 



7. An instrument as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
radial thickness of the case is at least 33 \xm and 

the case has a hardness of 1000 to 1200 HV at 40 
a thickness of 33 nm, 

8. An instrument as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the inner tubular member includes an 
outer coating (60) of thin, dense chromium ex- 45 
tending along substantially its entire length, e.g. 

as obtainable by electrodeposition. 

9. An instrument as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
radial thickness of the coating is 2.5 to 5 i^m so 
(0.0001 to 0.0002 inch). 

10. An instrument as claimed In any preceding claim, 
wherein said inner and outer diameters are sepa- 
rated by a gap of 20 (im (0.00075 inch) or less, 55 

11. An instrument as claimed in any preceding claim, 
which additionally comprises means for mounting 
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